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The need for integrating up-to-date statistical data with 
small area geography
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The Problem Statement

▪ The U.S. is in a good place with small area geography and with 
statistical data

▪ …but we need to do more…
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“Absence of Statistical Data at Small-Enough Levels 
of Geography”

▪ Frequent data collection on special topics is needed to address 
current circumstances.
▪ COVID

▪ Health
▪ Employment

▪ Schooling

▪ Etc. 

▪ Release of statistical data currently is increasingly challenged by 
privacy concerns.
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The Geocoded Address – the “Bridge” to Linking 
Statistical with Geospatial Information 

▪ The address is the most elemental geospatial object
▪ Housing unit

▪ Apartment within an apartment building

▪ Room within an apartment for a separate household

▪ Business establishment

▪ Etc.

▪ The household is the most elemental statistical unit
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Learning Lessons…

▪ The COVID pandemic has given us a greater appreciation for the 
power of data dashboards.

▪ On to the dashboards…
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Johns Hopkins COVID Dashboard
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Dashboards – What is offered and What is missing?

▪ Offered

▪ Dashboards offer critically important information on different topics
▪ Number of COVID cases

▪ Where (generally) the number of cases occurred at a point in time

▪ Missing

▪ Impact on the population

▪ Impact on business
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What’s Next?
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A Different Dashboard…
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Household and Business Updates
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Pulse Data Examples…Impact on People and Households
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Pulse Data Examples…Impact on Businesses
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A Path Forward…

▪ Location (geospatial) is a critical part in bringing statistics to life about 
people and the economy. 

▪ Where does a mayor and health official go to see:
▪ Vulnerable populations

▪ Instances of COVID cases by neighborhood

▪ Inoculation priority

▪ Where does a mayor and city planner go to see:
▪ Open businesses

▪ Closed businesses 

▪ …
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Is the Geospatial Platform the Single “Go-To” 
Source?

▪ Is this “integrated” information (or links to it) on the Platform?
▪ No…

▪ Should it be?
▪ Yes

▪ Examples like these may help in planning for what is needed for a 
reconstituted Geospatial Platform.
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A Sample of Big-Needs Projects Require Geospatial

▪ Where is the shovel-ready infrastructure work
▪ What kind of workers?
▪ How many?
▪ Where are they living now?
▪ What supply chains are needed?

▪ Redesign of schools and public buildings for social distancing & hybrid learning…
▪ …

▪ Climate Change…
▪ …

▪ Economic Opportunities
▪ …

▪ …
▪ …

▪ Is this the future Geospatial Platform…?
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Thank You!


